
Grade Level
Standards and

Curriculum Overview

Third Grade



 The California Department of Education has  adopted curriculum
standards for grades TK-12.  Click here for more information.

The purpose of this document is to provide parents and guardians
with an overview of the standards for their child's grade as well as
the curriculum used in PVSD classrooms.

O VERV I EW

https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/


E N G L I S H  L A NG UAGE  A RTS

Asks and answers questions to demonstrate understanding of text, referring
explicitly to the text as the basis for the answer

Retell stories in sequence and determine the central message in literary text

Compare and contrast two texts (literature)

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of text, referring
explicitly to the text as the basis for the answer

Determine main ideas and supporting details in informational text

Compare and contrast two texts (informational texts)

Know and apply grade-level vocabulary, phonics, and word analysis skills in
decoding words

Read accurately and fluently to support comprehension

Third grade students will:



Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and

Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences.

Capitalize appropriate words in titles.
Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue.
 Form and use possessives.
Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding

Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word families, position-based spellings,

Third grade students will:

Write opinion pieces supporting a point of view with reasons
a. Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an
organizational structure that lists reasons.
b. Provide reasons that support the opinion.
c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect
opinion and reasons. d. Provide a concluding statement or section.

Write a clear and accurate informative text
a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when
useful to aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.
c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas
within categories of information. d. Provide a concluding statement or section

Write a well-structured narrative text
a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event
sequence that unfolds naturally.
b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop
experiences and events or show the response of characters to situations.
c. Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order.
d. Provide a sense of closure.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing or speaking

their functions in particular sentences.

Demonstrate conventions of grade level spelling, capitalization, and punctuation

suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, happiness).

syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful word parts) in writing words.

W R I T I N G  A ND  LAN GU AGE



M A THE M AT IC S

Third grade students will:

Represent and solve problems involving multiplication and division
1. Interpret products of whole numbers, e.g., interpret 5 × 7 as the total number of objects
in 5 groups of 7 objects each. For example, describe a context in which a total number
of objects can be expressed as 5 × 7.
2. Interpret whole-number quotients of whole numbers, e.g., interpret 56 ÷ 8 as the
number of objects in each share when 56 objects are partitioned equally into 8 shares,
or as a number of shares when 56 objects are partitioned into equal shares of 8 objects
each. For example, describe a context in which a number of shares or a number of
groups can be expressed as 56÷8.
3. Use multiplication and division within 100 to solve word problems in situations involving
equal groups, arrays, and measurement quantities, e.g., by using drawings and
equations with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem.
4. Determine the unknown whole number in a multiplication or division equation relating
three whole numbers. For example, determine the unknown number that makes the
equation true in each of the equations 8 × ? = 48, 5 = ? ÷ 3, 6 × 6 = ?.

Understand properties of multiplication and the relationship between multiplication and
division

5. Apply properties of operations as strategies to multiply and divide.2 Examples: If 6 × 4
= 24 is known, then 4 × 6 = 24 is also known. (Commutative property of multiplication.)
3 × 5 × 2 can be found by 3 × 5 = 15, then 15 × 2 = 30, or by 5 × 2 = 10, then 3 × 10 = 30.
(Associative property of multiplication.) Knowing that 8 × 5 = 40 and 8 × 2 = 16, one
can find 8 × 7 as 8 × (5 + 2) = (8 × 5) + (8 × 2) = 40 + 16 = 56. (Distributive
property.)
6. Understand division as an unknown-factor problem. For example, find 32 ÷ 8 by
finding the number that makes 32 when multiplied by 8.

Multiply and divide within 100
7. Fluently multiply and divide within 100, using strategies such as the relationship
between
multiplication and division (e.g., knowing that 8 × 5 = 40, one knows 40 ÷ 5 = 8) or
properties of operations. By the end of Grade 3, know from memory all products of two
one-digit numbers.



M A T H E M A T ICS(CONT INUED )

Third grade students will:

Solve problems involving the four operations, and identify and explain patterns of
arithmetic

8. Solve two-step word problems using the four operations. Represent these problems
using equations with a letter standing for the unknown quantity. Assess the
reasonableness of answers using mental computation and estimation strategies
including rounding.
9. Identify arithmetic patterns (including patterns in the addition table or multiplication
table), and explain them using properties of operations. For example, observe that 4
times a number is always even, and explain why 4 times a number can be
decomposed into two equal addends.

Develop understanding of fractions as numbers
1. Understand a fraction 1/b as the quantity formed by 1 part when a whole is
partitioned into b equal parts; understand a fraction a/b as the quantity formed by a
parts of size 1/b.
2. Understand a fraction as a number on the number line; represent fractions on a
number line diagram.

 a. Represent a fraction 1/b on a number line diagram by defining the interval from
0 to 1 as the whole and partitioning it into b equal parts. Recognize that each part
has size 1/b and that the endpoint of the part based at 0 locates the number 1/b
on the number line.
b. Represent a fraction a/b on a number line diagram by marking off a lengths 1/b
from 0. Recognize that the resulting interval has size a/b and that its endpoint
locates the number a/b on the number line.

3. Explain equivalence of fractions in special cases, and compare fractions by
reasoning about their size.

a. Understand two fractions as equivalent (equal) if they are the same size, or the
same point on a number line.
b. Recognize and generate simple equivalent fractions, e.g., 1/2 = 2/4, 4/6 = 2/3).
Explain why the fractions are equivalent, e.g., by using a visual fraction model.

       



M A T H E M A T ICS(CONT INUED )

Third grade students will:

c. Express whole numbers as fractions, and recognize fractions that are equivalent
to whole numbers. Examples: Express 3 in the form 3 = 3/1; recognize that 6/1 = 6;
locate 4/4 and 1 at the same point of a number line diagram.
d. Compare two fractions with the same numerator or the same denominator by
reasoning about their size. Recognize that comparisons are valid only when the
two fractions refer to the same whole. Record the results of comparisons with the
symbols >, =, or <, and justify the conclusions, e.g., by using a visual fraction model.

Solve problems involving measurement and estimation of intervals of time, liquid
volumes,
and masses of objects

1. Tell and write time to the nearest minute and measure time intervals in minutes.
Solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of time intervals in minutes,
e.g., by representing the problem on a number line diagram.
2. Measure and estimate liquid volumes and masses of objects using standard units
of grams (g), kilograms (kg), and liters (l).6 Add, subtract, multiply, or divide to solve
one-step word problems involving masses or volumes that are given in the same
units, e.g., by using drawings (such as a beaker with a measurement scale) to
represent the problem.

Geometric measurement: understand concepts of area and relate area to
multiplication and to addition 

5. Recognize area as an attribute of plane figures and understand concepts of area
measurement.

a. A square with side length 1 unit, called “a unit square,” is said to have “one square
unit” of area, and can be used to measure area.
b. A plane figure which can be covered without gaps or overlaps by n unit squares
is said to have an area of n square units.

       



M A T H E M A T ICS(CONT INUED )

Single-digit products and quotients (products from memory by the end of grade 3)
Add/subtract within 1000

Third grade students will:

6. Measure areas by counting unit squares (square cm, square m, square in, square ft,
and improvised units).
7. Relate area to the operations of multiplication and addition.

a. Find the area of a rectangle with whole-number side lengths by tiling it, and show
that the area is the same as would be found by multiplying the side lengths.
b. Multiply side lengths to find areas of rectangles with whole-number side lengths in
the context of solving real-world and mathematical problems, and represent whole-
number products as rectangular areas in mathematical reasoning.
c. Use tiling to show in a concrete case that the area of a rectangle with whole-
number side lengths a and b + c is the sum of a × b and a × c. Use area models to
represent the distributive property in mathematical reasoning.
d. Recognize area as additive. Find areas of rectilinear figures by decomposing them
into non-overlapping

Required Fluencies



H I S T O R Y  S O C IA L  SC I EN CE

Geography of the Local Region
American Indians of the Local Region
Development of the Local Community: Change Over Time
American Citizens, Symbols, and Government
Economics of the Local region: Choices, Costs, and Human Capital

THIRD GRADE

Third-graders prepare for learning California history in the fourth grade and United
States history in the fifth grade by thinking about continuity and change in their local
community. In exploring their local community, students have an opportunity to make
contact with times past and with the people whose activities have left their mark on
the land. Students ask questions, read and analyze texts, including primary and
secondary sources, engage in speaking and listening activities, and write a variety of
texts. In third grade, students build on their knowledge of geography, civics, historical
thinking, chronology, and national identity. The emphasis is on understanding how
some things change and others remain the same. To understand changes occurring
today, students explore the ways in which their locality continues to evolve and how
they can contribute to improvement of their community. Finally, students are
introduced to the great legacy of local, regional, and national traditions that provide
common memories and a shared sense of cultural and national identity.

Topics of Study:



 S C I EN CE

Playground Forces
Life cycle for Survival
Surviving in Different Environments
Weather Impacts 

THIRD GRADE

Grade three returns to some of the previously taught concepts and phenomena but
revists them with a more sophisticated application of the science and engineering
practices. Students will delve deeper into the effects of multiple forces, analysis of
familial traits, how the environment influences plants and animals, and the impacts of
weather events on humans. 

Patterns and cause and effect remain the key focus of grade three, with students
using patterns as evidence that there must be a specific cause and effect
relationship. The explanations that students construct are still largely descriptions of
what happened (evidence-based accounts) 

Instructional segments:



Third grade students will receive standards-based instruction using the State
Board of Education adopted materials noted below.

CURR ICULUM


